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BASE

Business Alliance for a Sound Economy

BASE covers government affairs for the coastal North Carolina residential and commercial development 

and real estate industries locally, regionally and at the state and federal levels.

BASE represents the members of the Jacksonville Board of REALTORS®, the Brunswick County Home 

Builders Association, the Brunswick County Landowners Association, the Topsail Island Association of 

REALTORS®, Pitt County Economic Development Partnership, the Wilmington-Cape Fear Home Builders 

Association and a number of individuals and independent businesses.

BASE works with our partners of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and the North 

Carolina Home Builders Association (NCHBA), the North Carolina Association of REALTORS® (NCAR)

www.ncbase.org
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Wilmington District establishes a setback 

from all Federal channels. A setback is a distance from the channel in which construction 

is prohibited.

Setbacks are intended to serve two primary purposes: 

1) Give the USACE and its contractors adequate space and maneuverability to perform 

dredging throughout a channel 

2) Provide commercial and private boating traffic a safety margin when navigating Federal 

channels.
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BASE CONCERNS:

1) Expansion of setbacks at bends in the 

AIWW

2) Provisions regarding new structures, 

existing structures and their 

development, construction, repair and 

maintenance

3) Lack of public notice or opportunity for 

public participation

4) Overall impact: 

Å Lot value based on water 

access may decline 

Å Municipal tax bases along the 

coast could suffer
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Wrightsville Beach



Potential Impacts

Á Change in setbacks not driven by actual 

incident.  

Á Important to understand all contributing 

factors ïhow specific is change to facts of 

actual or hypothetical incidents?

Á Change driven by difficulty for large 

commercial vessels and barges to 

negotiate turns 

Á Broad impact on existing and future 

private structures in the AIWW and private 

property along AIWW

Á Depreciate lot values 25%? Contributory 

impact on eventual structure? Local tax 

impacts?

Á No reconstruction if destroyed by natural 

disaster



Revised Policy -March 15, 2011

ÅClarification on what is prohibited

ÅñIt is our policy to only allow floating structures within the 

setback, on as case by case basisò

ÅñBends in the AIWW Navigation Channelò 

specifically identified and revised

ÅñInlet Crossingsò specifically identified and 

revised 

ÅNEW provisions regarding ñChannels 

Connecting with the AIWWò

ÅNEW ñHarborlineò clarifications

ÅClear information regarding current and new 

docks in the setback



Setbacks at Bends in the 

AIWW

Á Breakpoint for new policy = 30°

Á Angle of deflection > 30°

Á Setback = 100 feet inside of 
the bend, 100 feet outside of 
the bend

Á 1000 feet in both directions 
from point of intersection


